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[bookmark: _GoBack]Hello and Welcome to this new column on best practices for teaching tax today.  Being a “tax person” never has been more challenging, and we intend to use this space to support your efforts, share some knowledge and ideas about tax in the classroom and beyond, and set a high standard for you and your students.
I am Bill Raabe.  I’ve been teaching tax since 1975, as a TA at Illinois, and then in Milwaukee (Wisconsin Distinguished Professor), Birmingham (Samford University), and Columbus (Capital University, Dean and Distinguished Professor, taught graduate tax in the law school; Ohio State, in the business school).  I’ve also written and taught courses for all of the Big Four firms, as well as for regional CPA firms and bar associations.
I’ve been working on the books that are now SWFT for almost thirty years, as an author and editor, but I also wrote a tax blog for about ten years and have prepared online materials to support the books.  I’ve written other books for teaching tax, including Cengage’s Federal Tax Research, of which I am a founding author.  I also write and manage the PwC Tax Cases in Tax collection, another venerable teaching resource.
All of which means that I have seen or tried scores of teaching techniques and approaches, some of which actually helped the students!  As the law gets more complex, and as the students expect more of us and our technology as teachers, we must respond well and quickly with sound tax pedagogy and delivery.
With every new column, I’ll talk about an idea that I have tried and let you know how well it worked.  Next month, for instance, I’ll discuss my use of Twitter with my tax students.  Before then, check me out at twitter.com/BillRaabeTax .
I’d also like you to send me ideas and tips about how you teach tax at your school.  I’ll share those with the group, and we can create an archive of tips that we can search and modify “just in time.”  Send me your best idea today at xxx.com and we can start the exchange!
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