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[bookmark: _GoBack]Hello and Welcome to our column on best practices for teaching tax today.  Being a “tax person” never has been more challenging, and we use this space to support your efforts, share some knowledge and ideas about tax in the classroom and beyond, and set a high standard for you and your students.
Send me ideas and tips about how you teach tax at your school.  I’ll share those with the group, as an archive for all to search and modify “just in time.”  Submit your best idea today and we can carry on the exchange!

TWEETING TAX
How can 140 characters be so important?  Just ask athletes, politicians, and our students who can’t get enough of Twitter.
I incorporated Twitter into my classes about a year ago, as one effort to “keep Tax on their minds” between class meetings.  I ask them to follow me while the course is going on, and some but not all of them do.  Here’s how I use Twitter – see if this approach or some other will work for you.
· I write a new tweet at least once a week, maybe six per month.
· Tax law or policy only, no political arguments.  
· My tweets go one way only – I’m making a statement, not asking for dialog.  
· Best if the tweets match current class topics, but not required.
· Sometimes enhance with a link to an outside document or graphic.
· Use the hashtag (#) so that outside parties can find your key words.
· Add a Twitter icon to your web pages and syllabi, to help viewers find your tweets easily.
· Keep this separate from your personal Twitter account.
My tweets are open to the public, so I’m careful to not be too parochial or pedantic.  I’ve gained followers from outside of the university, including tax consultants and government employees.  Good result!  And now all of my thoughts are 140 characters long!
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