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Hello and Welcome to our column on best practices for teaching tax today.  Being a “tax person” never has been more challenging, and we use this space to support your efforts, share some knowledge and ideas about tax in the classroom and beyond, and set a high standard for you and your students.
Send me ideas and tips about how you teach tax at your school.  I’ll share those with the group, as an archive for all to search and modify “just in time.”  Submit your best idea today and we can carry on the exchange!

AVOIDANCE V EVASION
It takes almost a full quarter in the first tax class for some of my students to grasp the difference between tax planning/avoidance and tax cheating/evasion.  They tend to come into the course with ideas that we deal in “tax schemes” and “loopholes,” and that we are committing unethical acts on behalf of our clients.  Attitudes do change as the course progresses, and the students see how we help the taxpayer meet cash-flow needs and financial-reporting requirements.  But it can be a bumpy road until they reach that point.
	The classic quote by Learned Hand is a good starting point at distinguishing between avoidance and evasion.  Or how about this Freakonomics blog about tax cheating to start the discussion?  And here is another good quote.  You might paste it into your syllabus or a slide on tax ethics to help the student grasp the point.
I live in Alexandra, Virginia.  Near the Supreme Court chambers is a toll bridge across the Potomac.  When in a rush, I pay the dollar toll and get home early.  However, I usually drive outside the downtown section of the city and cross the Potomac on a free bridge.

This free bridge was placed outside the Washington DC area to serve a useful social service, to help alleviate congestion during rush hour.

If I went over the toll bridge and through the barrier without paying the toll, I would be committing tax evasion.

If, however, I drive the extra mile to the free bridge outside the city, I am using a legitimate, logical, and suitable method of tax avoidance, and I am performing a good deed for society by doing so.

For my tax evasion, I should be punished; for my tax avoidance, I should be commended.

The tragedy of life today is that so few people know that the free bridge even exists.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	This quote is from an essay by Justice Louis Brandeis, Thoughts on Legitimate Tax Awareness and Avoidance, with some minor edits by me.  Thanks to Marc Spiegel at UC-Irvine for sending this to our blog; he includes it in his Taxes for Financial Planning syllabus, and I think I will too!
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